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Barb O’Kane is the EHS Director at Colorado School of Mines in Golden, Colorado. Prior to joining 
Mines she was the Laser Safety Officer/safety manager at the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, during which time she was an inaugural member of the DOE Laser Safety Task 
Group. Barb has laser safety experience in research as well as manufacturing. She has over 
twenty years of health and safety experience and maintains professional certification in 
industrial hygiene, safety and laser safety. When not at work Barb enjoys the outdoors, is an avid 
cyclist who also enjoys cooking and eating good food. 
 


