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Fermilab Student & Postdoc Association
ØForm deeper connections between early career 

researchers
ØShare cultural events and activities from various 

backgrounds
ØProvide support to the community of early career 

researchers at Fermilab 
ØAct as liaison between students/postdocs and the 

Fermilab directorate

What is FSPA?
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Who are we ?
Ø There are 6 FSPA officers, each serving 1 year terms.

Ø Have a webpage filled with information https://fspa.fnal.gov.

06/12/193 Karl Warburton (FSPA)    FSPA Report 2019

https://fspa.fnal.gov/


Who are we?

Karl Warburton
DUNE/NOvA

Mike Wallbank
DUNE/NOvA

Barbara Yaeggy
MINERvA

Jose Gallo
SBND/DUNE

Andy Furmanski
MicroBooNE/DUNE

Deepika Jena
MINERvA
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Ø Each year, a core group of democratically elected officers oversees the 
utilization of funds allocated to FSPA by the Fermi Research Alliance 
(FRA), via the Fermilab Directorate, towards the accomplishment of two 
key aspects of the FSPA mission:

Ø Support the community of students, postdocs, and all other early 
career researchers at Fermilab by performing endeavours such as
Ø Providing resources
Ø Organizing social events and the annual New Perspectives 

Conference
Ø Holding professional development activities
Ø Organizing Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion related activities

Ø Act as a liaison between students/postdocs and the Fermilab 
directorate

Our mission
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Social activities throughout the year
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Halloween Party Holiday Party
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More Social activities throughout the year

Chinese New Year Spring Potluck & Egg Hunt
What is the monetary value of an elastic band, a boiled 
egg or a sachet of ketchup? 

FSPA knows…
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Ø Inter-experimental football (soccer) tournament
Ø Fermilab vs Argonne football (soccer) match
Ø Fermilab badminton tournament
Ø Thanksgiving potluck
Ø Brazilian BBQ

Even More Social activities throughout the year

FNAL v ANL picture 
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Abstract: This year’s Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) 
seminar series highlights the paths of those who find 
success despite acute underrepresentation in the academy. 
This month, Dr. Aidala, award winning associate professor 
of Physics at the University of Michigan, and featured 
author in Blazing the Trail: Essays by Leading Women in 
Science will recount her exceptional journey from 
undergraduate student at Yale, to staff researcher at 
Brookhaven National Laboratory, and eventual professor at 
a “Big Ten” University. 

Ask Questions! Expect Discussion! Refreshments at 11:30!

EDI Seminar Series                                                                   
2019  

Journeys: Paths to 
the Academy 
presents 

Christine Aidala,PhD 
Associate Professor of Physics, University of Michigan  

Friday, 2/15/19 11:30AM-1PM  
One West, Wilson Hall

Community development – EDI Seminars

Abstract: Continuing this year’s theme of Journeys: 
Paths to the Academy, we have invited Dr. Roy 
Clarke, Marcellus L. Wiedenbeck Collegiate 
Professor of Physics at the University of Michigan, 
creator of the Applied Physics program, and 
recipient of the 2011 Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Science, Mathematics, and 
Engineering Mentoring. Dr. Clarke will detail his  
experiences designing a graduate physics program 
that has a 90% completion rate while still managing 
to serve 70% more women and 92% more people of 
color than the national average. 

Ask Questions! Expect Discussion!  
Snacks and Refreshments at 11:30!  

Talk Starts at 12:00!

EDI Seminar Series                                                                   
2019  

Journeys: Paths to 
the Academy 
presents 

Roy Clarke,PhD 
Marcellus L. Wiedenbeck Collegiate Professor, University of Michigan  

Friday, 3/29/19 11:30AM-1:30PM  
One West, Wilson Hall

EDI – Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
Ø Building on the series that we launched last year.
Ø Working in conjunction with Bryan Ramson and Sandra 

Charles’ office. 
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Abstract: Dr. Jenn M. Jackson is part of a new generation of 
black scholars primarily concerned with the political 
expressions and responses to group threat of the 
marginalized. She has considerable experience with activists 
in Chicago as well as with those of various intersecting 
identities. Whereas previous iterations of this year’s theme, 
Journeys: Paths to the Academy, have explored the 
experiences of those with marginalized identities through 
first person accounts of STEM academics, this iteration will 
survey the possible group threats to those who are unable to 
relinquish their identities upon entrance to the laboratory. 

Ask Questions! Expect Discussion!  
Snacks and Refreshments at 11:30! Talk Starts at 12:00!

EDI Seminar Series                                                                   
2019  

Journeys: Paths to 
the Academy 
presents 

Jenn M. Jackson,PhD 
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Syracuse University  

Friday, 6/28/19 11:30AM-1:30PM  
One West, Wilson Hall



Community development – Career Seminars

Ø Building on the series that was launched last year. 
Ø Career seminars on jobs in both industry and academia.
Ø Panel discussion on Monday consisted of Fermilab scientists, 

University professors and people now working in industry.
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Community development – New Perspectives

Ø 157 total participants
Ø 60-70 people 

attending each 
session. 

Ø 53 talks by Students 
and Post Docs. 

Ø 8 sessions of physics.
Ø 8 senior scientist 

chairs.

Ø 1 amazing FSPA led 
conference 
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Community development – New Perspectives

Ø After a day of physics, 
all those early career 
scientists are hungry!

Ø Over only 2 hours 
they ate:
Ø 180 beef burgers
Ø 100 veggie burgers
Ø 60 hotdogs
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Directorate Liaison:

Collaborate with Fermilab Users Executive Committee 
Ø Attend and report at the UEC meeting
Ø Participate in the UEC sub-committees 
Ø Serve on organizing committee for the Users Meeting
Ø Co-host events
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FSPA in the annual UEC DC Trip

Ø Meet with Congresspeople, 
Senators and their staff to 
share our enthusiasm for HEP.

Ø Many of the attendees are in 
the FSPA community.
Ø 33 out of the 68 attendees 

were Students or Post 
Docs.  

Ø Thanks to the excellent effort 
by all involved, every office 
was visited for the first time 
ever on this years trip.
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Ø We would love to hear from you.
Ø FNAL Grad mailing list – fnalgrad@fnal.gov
Ø FSPA Officer mailing list – fspa_officers@fnal.gov
Ø FSPA website – https://fspa.fnal.gov
Ø FSPA Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/FermilabFSPA/
Ø FSPA Linkedin – https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13563005

Ø If you have any ideas for new activities that we should 
pursue, want to get more involved, or want to check what 
activities we have planned, please reach out!

Ø Elections for the 2019/2020 officer cycle will begin in a few 
months.

Get involved with FSPA
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