This FOA is in support of pre-conceptual accelerator R&D aimed at technological challenges for the next generation NP facilities. 
· Accelerator R&D with the potential for the development of future generation of NP accelerators not under construction or design.

· Accelerator R&D with the potential for improved performance and/or upgrades to existing NP national user facilities that will lead to new capabilities (to include Machine learning and Artificial intelligence)

 Merit Review Criteria
1. Scientific and/or Technical Merit of the Project;
2. Appropriateness of the Proposed Method or Approach; 
3. Competency of Applicant's Personnel and Adequacy of Proposed Resources; and 
4. Reasonableness and Appropriateness of the Proposed Budget
Program Criteria:
5. Relevance to compelling scientific opportunities identified in the 2015 NSAC Long Range Plan.(LRP)
6. If appropriate, relevance of proposed electron-ion collider efforts to the R&D priorities identified in the Jones Report (with updated list).
7. The opportunity for training junior accelerator physicists in accelerator science and Technology.
