
David in the world: International 
connections



Where to start?  In the beginning...
In 2005, UNL’s Research Computing 
Facility was one of the seven recipients 
of a USCMS Tier-2 site.

● This put us alongside sites like MIT, 
Caltech, UCSD, Wisconsin… even 
though, at the time, RCF had one 
employee besides Dave.

● A few months later, a graduate 
student from the math department 
came around asking for a job...



The proto-OSG, a Year before Nebraska joined.
The work Dave did literally put 
Nebraska “on the map”.

Only MIT and Nebraska were 
“new” sites for CMS.

This may have appeared to be 
‘lucky’ for Nebraska: lucky win of 
an award, lucky to build a great 
team, lucky to build a base at 
UNL.

● In truth, no one is this lucky 
-- rather, this is what quiet, 
steady leadership looks like.



What makes a collaboration?
When we think about leadership, we often think about the ‘frontman’ - the 
person who is the loudest, the most visible.

● Dave never spoke about himself in superlatives but rather referred 
to himself as a “quant country computational chemist”.

● This is the heart of a collaboration or a partnership like the Open 
Science Grid - the dependable backer, the tireless supporter, the 
endless advocate.

Dave would always point out the cost of electricity to power the computer 
- even if it was utilized by opportunistic users - was far lower than the 
depreciation costs.

● But he was never a person who needed to do the calculation to 
know it was the right thing to do.

https://xkcd.com/2347/

https://xkcd.com/2347/


Always a believer in the power of sharing
Dave served on the OSG 
Council starting in 2010 
and was voted as chair in 
2016.

Dave tirelessly promoted 
the idea of sharing -
whether for local 
Nebraskans or global 
science collaborations.  
Computing can make a 
difference!



Connecting Nebraska to the World
RCF - and later HCC - were 
not interested in simply 
serving global experiments 
like CMS but also making an 
impact on Nebraska.

OSG was one way to do this 
- but also brought knowledge 
and expertise; opportunities 
for students; and computing 
power for local researchers.



LIGO too...
In fall 2015, LIGO 
needed to quickly 
leverage the OSG to 
perform statistical 
calculations … HCC 
jumped right in!



The OSG and CMS team, 2018


