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Its purpose is to provide a forum 
for discussion of scientific 
and administrative matters 
relevant to the organization and 
functions of the Laboratory

The UEC acts as an advocate 
for the user community 

Please get in touch with us:  
uec-feedback@fnal.gov 

We will be starting our election 
soon! Stay tuned! UEC 2019-2020: Front Row (left to right): Cindy Joe, Saptaparna Bhattacharya, 

Reddy Pratap Gandrajula, David Martinez Caicedo. Back Row (left to right): Kirsty 
Duffy, Manolis Kargiantoulakis, Ashley Back, Yuanyuan Zhang. Not pictured: Oliver 
Gutsche, Isobel R. Ojalvo, Jonathan Asaadi, Ketino Kaadze.

uec.fnal.govWe are the Users Executive Committee!
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UEC Meet and Greet

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

uec.fnal.gov

https://news.fnal.gov/2020/01/announcing-the-2019-21-
users-executive-committee-come-meet-with-us-on-jan-17/
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UEC Subcommittees uec.fnal.gov

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

Quality of Life

Education and public outreach

Responsible for the organization of 
an annual spring trip to 
Washington, D.C

Government Relations

Users Meeting

Organizes the annual Fermilab Users Meeting
Aims to broaden and enhance the existing education and 
public outreach efforts at the lab through user 
participation

Mission is to find new methods, or improve existing 
programs, to increase the interaction, visibility and 
further the careers of young physicists

https://uec.fnal.gov/uec-subcommittees/


Our virtual annual DC “trip” in 2020
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We decided not to travel to DC this year due to COVID-19

Trip was scheduled for March 17-19

Decision was made not to travel on March 9th and all attendees did an excellent job in 
pivoting to virtual meetings

C. Joe

Slide adapted 
from K. Duffy

Meetings were assigned in the same way as previous 
years

We requested meetings via phone call or zoom

Emailed packet materials ahead of our meetings

In general that offices were accommodating and switched 
to phone meetings

Despite exceptional circumstances made time to talk to us 
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Summary Statistics of the annual DC “trip”
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67 participants:

37 UEC, rest: USLUA (20), SLUO (10)

24 women

44 early career (students and 
postdocs)

Contacted 498 offices and met (via phone 
call) with 303 offices

Delivered our message (via email) to 351 
offices in total

Slide adapted 
from K. Duffy

Message delivered to 68/100 
Senate offices

Message delivered to 283/439 
House offices (64.5%)
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Message to Congress
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We contact Congress to deliver a clear and concise message:

We represent over 6000 scientists from over 180 
institutions across the country working on exciting 
science

As a community, we are well focused with a clear plan 
outlined in the P5 report

Succeeding at implementing this plan, making  
optimal use of the funds given to us, by staying  
on time and on budget

The science that we perform uniquely trains the  
future innovators of the world, both in academia  
and the broader economy

Our science is important to the United States

We drive tomorrow’s innovations 

Slide adapted 
from K. Duffy, 
J. Zennamo and 
S. Rappoccio
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The “Ask”

Our Materials
Slide credit 
K. Duffy 

Michael Cooke (DOE) coordinated a group of 
community stakeholders to develop materials for 
public engagement: hosted at usparticlephysics.org
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http://usparticlephysics.org


New Materials on AI
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One key new brochure developed this year details links 
between HEP and AI

Particle physicists have been using AI for decades. 
We have specific challenges (large datasets, 
harsh environments, high speed data-taking, 
sparse data) that need innovative solutions → 
these solutions then feed back into industry

Gives specific examples of industry 
collaboration and how we train an AI-ready 
workforce

AI is a national priority and was highlighted as a high 
priority for many offices (and Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources staff) → this brochure is timely and 
was very well received. We were encouraged to 
continue positioning HEP as a leader in AI

Slide credit 
K. Duffy 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Fermilab vet tech and National lab jobs 
access program

Took information about Fermilab’s Vet Tech 
program, that offers paid summer 
internships to veterans to train skilled 
technician workforce

FY20 National Defense Authorization Act 
establishes the National Laboratory Jobs 
Access Program to build on this: pre-
apprenticeship and apprenticeship 
programs at DOE national labs aimed 
especially at veterans and minorities

Very well received - Prof. B. Quinn: “Huge 
enthusiastic support of and praise for this. 
Many offices particularly keen on getting 
detailed information, and especially 
expanding it to reach more Vets (and 
districts) across the US. This is a HUGE 
opportunity to garner more and more 
passionate support for DOE Office of 
Science if we can expand”

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

Slide credit 
K. Duffy 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FY21 Senate 
DOE Office of 
Science Letter

FY21 House 
DOE Office of 
Science Letter

31 signatures
30 for FY20

142 signatures
160 for FY20

FY21 Senate 
NSF Letter

40 signatures
37 for FY20

FY21 House 
NSF Letter

177 signatures
173 for FY20

“Dear Colleague” Letters
Slide credit 
K. Duffy 

During our meetings, we ask all 
offices to consider signing on to 
“Dear Colleague” letters 
sponsored by HEP supporters in 
Congress

The number of signatories is also 
a source of feedback regarding the 
support of Congress to HEP 
through the DOE Office of Science 
and the NSF

Despite the challenging 
circumstances of our trip, three of 
the four letters received more 
signatures this year than for 
FY20

Saptaparna Bhattacharya53rd Users Meeting, 2020
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…
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Following up

Maintaining relationships with 
Congressional offices is a year-
round task, and is crucial to 
keeping the HEP message relevant 
through the appropriations office

In addition to following up with 
individual offices on current 
developments, the Chairs of the 
three Users’ groups and the Chair 
of DPF sent a letter to the Chair 
and Ranking Members of the 
appropriations committees to 
help further reinforce the message 
that we delivered

Involved in Public Policy and 
Government Engagement in the 
Community Engagement frontier of 
the Snowmass process

Slide credit 
K. Duffy 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Quality of Life

53rd Users Meeting, 2020  14

Quality of life (QoL) subcommittee have received several feedback related to the COVID 
crisis

Worked with the lab management to provide assistance to users 

Quick turnaround of feedback items

Quality of life (QoL) subcommittee 
have resolved QoL related feedback 
received through uec-
feedback@fnal.gov, discussions in 
UEC meetings and through emails to 
the committee members

Slide adapted  
from Oliver 
Gutsche, 
Yuanyuan Zhang

mailto:uec-feedback@fnal.gov
mailto:uec-feedback@fnal.gov
mailto:uec-feedback@fnal.gov


Saptaparna Bhattacharya

Announcement from Global Services
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“There will be some changes to user access requests this coming 
fall. In order to streamline the approval process, the forms will 
require additional information and steps. You will receive emails with 
more details about the updated forms and instructions in the coming 
weeks. Please keep an eye out for these emails and review them so 
your account requests go smoothly.”

uec.fnal.gov

From Hannah Ward and Griselda Lopez:

https://uec.fnal.gov
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Education and Public Outreach

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

Science communication training on 
Tuesday, August 11th, 8-9 am (Central) 
led by Becky Thompson from the 
Office of Education and Public 
Outreach

Liaising with the Office of Education 
and Public Outreach to better serve 
users

The landscape of outreach is vastly 
different in the aftermath of COVID

uec.fnal.gov

https://news.fnal.gov/2019/08/fermilab-welcomes-rebecca-thompson-as-head-of-the-office-of-education-and-public-outreach/
https://uec.fnal.gov
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How to join the UEC?

We will send an email within the 
next 24 hours to start the election 
procedure 

You need to collect 10 digital 
signatures and mail it to 
usersoffice@fnal.gov

Once we receive signatures, we 
will start the election 

Election will be open for a period 
of two weeks

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

uec.fnal.gov

mailto:usersoffice@fnal.gov
https://uec.fnal.gov
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Additional Material

53rd Users Meeting, 2020
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We are one Fermilab

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

Slide from Gavin 
S. Davies 
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Quality of Life

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

Slide from Oliver 
Gutsche, 
Yuanyuan Zhang
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Quality of Life

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

Slide from Oliver 
Gutsche, 
Yuanyuan Zhang
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Quality of Life

53rd Users Meeting, 2020

Slide from Oliver 
Gutsche, 
Yuanyuan Zhang
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APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS

These high-impact meetings 
provide us with valuable feedback 

for our message and give us an 
insight into the appropriations 

process for the coming fiscal year

Slide adapted 
from F. Psihas

Meetings arranged every 
year by Prof. Breese Quinn
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APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS

These high-impact meetings 
provide us with valuable feedback 

for our message and give us an 
insight into the appropriations 

process for the coming fiscal year

Slide adapted 
from F. Psihas

Meetings arranged every 
year by Prof. Breese Quinn

Two points of specific feedback from Prof. 
Quinn:

House E&W Staff: Good chance that E&W 
budget will decrease. They would work to protect 
Office of Science. Not sure how well HEP will fare 

within Office of Science, though, due to other major 
priorities - will not be as good as last few years

Senate E&NR Staff: AI is a very high 
priority. HEP should get positioned as a leader in AI
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EXECUTIVE/AGENCY MEETINGS
Beyond talking to Congress we also 
arranged meetings with OSTP, NSF, and 
DOE

OMB was unavailable to meet this year (the 
NSF Examiner and DOE Examiners were 
both out of town) - we look forward to 
resuming meeting with them next year

Meetings arranged by Prof. Harvey 
Newman each year

These meetings enable us to communicate 
directly to the agencies what we are 
hearing on the Hill, and to convey the 
messages we are delivering Photo from 2017 Trip
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From Michael Baumer’s  
https://mbaumer.github.io/us_hep_funding/

 26

DISTRICT-SPECIFIC 
INFORMATION
New last year, very effective: 
automated, district-specific grant 
and procurement information

District-specific materials provide direct 
links between appropriated funds and 
local economic benefits

DOE Office of Science HEP research grants

DOE Office of Science contracts

NSF MPS research grants

SULI and CCI students

Fermilab procurements (as an example of indirect HEP 
spending)

Developers: Rob Fine, Michael 
Baumer, Justin Vasel, Fernanda Psihas

https://mbaumer.github.io/us_hep_funding/

