
Documentation, 
Training, and 
Software 
Preservation



Training
“Playing with code” leading learning method
Public Q&A forums important → suggests problems often lie in general 
programming rather than HEP-specific software
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Experiment/
project-run
tutorials

Coursera or
similar

Playing with
code

Informal chats
with colleagues

Public Q&A 
forums (e.g. 
Stack Overflow)

Reading 
software 
documentation

Discussion 
forums for 
specific software



Documentation, Training, and Software 
Preservation
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Reusing someone
else’s code

Reproducing someone
else’s results

Getting started
again after a
pause

Documenting
code & workflow

Coordinating
development
with collaborators

Sharing datasets
with collaborators

Sharing job
environments
with collaborators

Mostly OK

Potential 
issue
Problem



Convener Questions
● What are best practices for efficient & effective training in software 

development & use?
● Can we improve analysis self-documentation? Can this be baked into analysis 

systems?
○ Or can there be training?

● What are main stumbling blocks for rerunning code in the short- and 
long-term?

○ Documentation? Technical issues?


