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For over 35 years, members of the three major HEP users communities 
have come together for this visit to Congress.  

The goal of the trip is to visit:  

Congressional offices (meet with their staff), 

Congressional committee staff 

The Administration (Office of Management and Budget and 
Office of Science and Technology Policy) 

Funding agencies (DOE and NSF)

Annual Advocacy Trip

This effort is possible thanks to the support from:  
 

And participation from the HEP community

2with the advice of advocacy experts Lewis-Burke 
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Thank them for their support.  Our message
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Let me tell you about the P5!                    
The HEP community making hard choices, cohesively strategizing, and all driven 
by the science is a BIG deal. We ask for funds for the science that is priority, not 
just for anything we could do.  

Here is how HEP benefits you/us. 
How much money is spent in their district (procurements)?  
How does HEP benefit society?  
             … the U.S.?  
                        …education?  
                                …industry/the work-force?  
                                               …national security?

Motivate this year’s ASK

These are the exciting questions.      
Are they interested in science? Support the ASK and 
priorities with a BASIC explanation of the science we are 
pursuing. 

The HEP Field is doing great!                                                                    
Tell them about our progress, discoveries, plans, etc. Let them know P5 projects are on time and on budget. Do they know 

about HEP already? Answer their questions, chat about your passion for the science 

These are the 
exciting projects.

These are the 
exciting people.

The U.S. is a global HEP leader.                                                    
We highlight how their support allows U.S. science to thrive and lead globally. Point out the projects, discoveries, and 
inventions that make the U.S. a great place to do HEP.
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Material we bring

usparticlephysics.org brochures are developed 
in collaboration with Michael Cooke and Andrea 
Peterson at DOE.  

All content of the packets is done by community groups throughout the year. 
UEC, SLUO, USLUA and DPF are all represented in this community effort.  
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New this year.  
Advance AI   

P5 progress Updates 

This trip allows us to address 
questions from Congress by 
incorporating their feedback 
and answer questions with 
new materials and information. 
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Materials from WHIPS*  
Automated, district-specific grant 

and procurement information 

District-specific 
materials provide 
direct links 
between the 
appropriated funds 
and economic 
benefits locally. 

Developers:  
Rob Fine 

Michael Baumer  
Matthew Feickert 

Justin Vasel  
Fernanda Psihas  
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*See Justin’s talk
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This effort is made possible by the University 
Research Alliance, the Fermilab Office of 
Communications, and the users organizations.  

We have a lot of support to develop and deliver 
our message from Lewis-Burke, and to develop 
materials for outreach with help from Michael 
Cooke and Andrea Peterson.   

Thank you for donating your time to this effort! 

Thank you!

2019 US LUA Organizers 
Yangyang Cheng 
Harvey Newman

2019 SLUO Organizers 
Michael Baumer

2019 UEC Organizers 
Fernanda Psihas 

Kirsty Duffy 
Justin Vasel (WHIPS)

Sapta Bhattacharya (Training)

*From Kirsty Duffy’s HEPAP Report
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100%

0%

100%

0%

We delivered our message to 351 
congressional offices.
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March 2020:  
Performance

● Despite the hurdles introduced by 
COVID, we met remotely with >60% 
of all congressional offices.  

● We found meetings to be more 
difficult to schedule, but got great 
shows of support across the board. 

● Maintaining our relationships with 
congressional offices continues to be 
a priority and an asset to these trips.
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Following-up
Maintaining relationships with 
the congressional offices is a 
year-round task, and is crucial to 
keeping the HEP message 
relevant throughout the 
appropriations process. 

In addition to following up with  
congressional offices on current 
developments, the community 
addresses appropriations 
subcommittee chairs directly with 
our requests. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
  
April 5, 2019 
  
Chairwoman Marcy Kaptur     Ranking Member Mike Simpson 
Subcommittee on Energy and                         Subcommittee on Energy and  
 Water Development                       Water Development 
Committee on Appropriations    Committee on Appropriations  
2186 Rayburn House Office Building   2084 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515    Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Chairwoman Kaptur and Ranking Member Simpson: 

We are writing on behalf of the U.S. community of approximately 6,000 scientists, engineers and 
students from 180 universities, laboratories and institutes that conduct research in high energy 
physics. We greatly appreciate your support for the High Energy Physics (HEP) program in the 
DOE Office of Science in fiscal year (FY) 2019. As you prepare the FY 2020 Energy and Water 
Development appropriations bill, we strongly urge you to provide at least $1.045 billion for HEP. 
This funding level is vital to maintain U.S. leadership in particle physics, by strengthening support 
for scientific research at universities and laboratories throughout the nation, moving forward with 
priority scientific projects, operating existing large facilities, completing small and medium sized 
projects, and meeting scheduled commitments to our international partners. 

The $1.045 billion in FY 2020 would include support for construction of the Long Baseline 
Neutrino Facility/Deep Underground Neutrino Experiment (LBNF/DUNE) at Fermilab, and for 
the upgraded High Luminosity Large Hadron Collider (HL-LHC) accelerator and experiments at 
the European Center for Nuclear Research (CERN). These are the two highest priority large 
projects articulated by the HEP community in the P5 strategic plan, which are critical to maintain 
U.S. leadership in particle physics over the next decades, exploring the nature of neutrinos, the 
Higgs boson and the yet-to-be-discovered forces that govern the origin and evolution of our 
universe.  

The $1.045 billion funding level will advance and support particle physics and accelerator research 
at universities and DOE national labs across the U.S.   This support is key to the success of the 
major projects above, as well as the next-generation experiments probing the nature of dark matter 
and dark energy that shape the large scale structure and drive the expansion of our universe. 
Funding at this level would continue to drive forward the stream of innovations that result as we 
push the boundaries of technology development, including superconducting magnets, accelerator-
based medical treatment,  advanced scientific computing, advanced accelerators 
benefitting biomedical, chemical, and materials research, and quantum technologies; innovations 
whose benefits improve the quality of our daily lives, and which are central to our nation’s 
progress.  
 

[…]
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The HEP prioritization strategy continues 
to be well received in Congress.  

This year’s additions to our materials 
addressed specific questions brought up 
by appropriations subcommittees 
successfully.  

Continued support to develop our 
materials is key. Our broad informational packet 
allows trip attendees to cover a broad range of topics 
of interest to different offices: the science, projects, 
National labs, P5 progress, impact to industry, 
economic impact, impact on education.  

Questions to address  
and improvements for 2020
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Increasingly, congressional committees ask 
about progress on the current P5 and 
especially the next P5. The beginning of the 
next Snowmass was a well-received concept in 
executive meetings 

We have significantly  improved our logistics 
and training for this effort.  

In coming years, emphasis should continue on 
selecting trip attendees to best represent the 
community and most effectively deliver our 
message.  

*From Kirsty Duffy’s HEPAP Report
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Support from the community is critical for this effort. 

100% scheduled meetings is attainable with the current 
infrastructure (assuming 2019 funding levels & WHIPS).  

I expect largest improvements to come from choosing 
and training our team of trip attendees carefully.  

Introducing Surveys and more performance metrics is key 
to maintaining community support for this effort.  

This trip is a unique opportunity to carry our message to 
Congress. Much greater focus is needed on developing 
this materials and strengthening our priority messages. 

The Fermilab UEC plays a big role in developing the 
materials for the trip. Strongly supporting changes that 
address feedback from Congress is a priority.  

Previous Organizer’s Input on 
Improvements for 2021
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