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Early
• In many ways, Alvin was the father of CDF. 

– Colliding beams dep’t started in December, 1976.
– Alvin immediately was involved in both the accelerator & detector.

• Within a year, Alvin was the head of new department.
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Detector quickly became group’s focus
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• Under Alvin’s leadership, CDF became international 
with the addition of Japanese groups (1979) and Italian 
groups (1980). 



Personality and politics enter (don’t they always?)
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The detector design comes together
• May, 1979:  The first full design report of a complete 

solenoidal detector, not so different from the eventual 
detector except for the tracking detectors.

• Roy Schwitters joins as Associate Department head: 10/80.
• The formal CDF design report is submitted in August, 1981. 
• Cost: 

– Alvin reports on June, 1980 PAC meeting: “The estimated cost has 
escalated to a completely unrealistic level - $26M.  We must cut parts 
out and set priorities.” 

– February, 1981
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DATA!!
• Engineering run – September, 1985

• Alvin was front and center in the control room

August 12, 2020 Remembering Alvin 6



Top Quark
• Alvin stepped down as CDF Co-Spokesperson in early 1993.
• Bill Carithers & I asked him to become head of our internal top quark 

review committee.
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…



Personal note
• I served as CDF Co-Spokesperson along with Alvin for 6 

years. 
– He asked the tough technical questions for both detector and 

analysis.  His goal was to get the best possible out of CDF.
– He was very supportive of the young CDF scientists and made sure 

they got the recognition they deserved.
– After he stepped down as co-spokesperson, he focused his attention 

on the Fermilab postdocs and Scientists, helping them and 
furthering their careers. 

• I learned a great deal from Alvin, from the probing 
questions he asked and the gentle teasing he appropriately 
doled out.

• It was an honor to work closely with Alvin, and to have 
called him a friend.
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