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Radial Flow 
Collective Transverse Expansion 
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• different shape in pT  different mass 
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Fig. 1: (color online) Transverse momentum distributions of the sum of positive and negative particles (box:
systematic errors; statistical errors smaller than the symbol for most data points), fitted individually with a blast
wave function, compared to RHIC data and hydrodynamic models.

rameters at
p

sNN = 2.76 TeV, we performed a combined fit with a blast wave function [15]. It should
be noted that the value of the Tkin parameter extracted from the fit is sensitive to the fit range used for
the pions, because of the large contribution from resonance decays (mostly at low pT), which tend to
reduce Tkin. For this reason, the pT ranges 0.5-1 GeV/c, 0.2-1.5 GeV/c, 0.3-3 GeV/c for p , K, and p
were used. These hydro-motivated fits do not replace a full hydrodynamic calculation, but allow one
to compare with a few parameters the measurements of different experiments. The data are well de-
scribed by the combined blast wave fit with a collective radial flow velocity hbTi = 0.65± 0.02, and a
kinetic freeze-out temperature of Tkin = 96± 10 MeV. As compared to fits to central Au–Au collisions
at

p
sNN = 200 GeV/c, in similar pT ranges [35, 46], hbTi at the LHC is ⇠10% higher while Tkin is

comparable within errors.

The mid-rapidity (|y|< 0.5) pT-integrated particle yields were extracted by fitting the p , K, and p spectra
individually with a blast wave function, in order to extrapolate to zero pT. The individual fits are shown
in Fig. 1 as solid curves; the fraction of extrapolated yield is small: about 7%, 6%, and 4% for p , K, and
p. Its uncertainty was estimated using different fit functions [24]. The particle ratios are compared in
Fig. 2 to results at

p
sNN = 200 GeV and to the predictions from thermal models, using µB = 1 MeV and a

Tch of 164 MeV [7] or 170 MeV [17]. The value for µB is based on extrapolation from lower energy data.
Tch was found to be constant above a center-of-mass energy of a few ten GeV, so the value obtained from
fits to RHIC data was used. The systematic uncertainties on the particle ratios were computed taking into
account the correlated sources of uncertainty (mainly due to the tracking efficiency for different particles
and to PID and extrapolation for anti-particle over particle ratios). In the following we quote the total er-
ror for the ratios, as the statistical error is negligible. The anti-particle/particle ratios are all unity within
errors, consistent with a vanishing baryochemical potential µB. In order to minimize the sensitivity to
µB, the ratios K/p = (K+ +K�)/(p+ +p�) and p/p = (p+ p̄)/(p+ +p�) are also shown. The ratio

 
Combined Blast-Wave Fit: 
More violent transverse expansion βT ≈ 0.65 ± 0.02 
Kinetic freeze-out:  Tkin,fo = 96 ± 10 MeV 
 
Detailed model comparison: 
Additional processes needed after chemical  
freeze-out to correctly describe protons 
 

Strong collectivity in transverse direction 
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