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Fig. 3: Transverse momentum dependence of the nuclear modification factor RpPb of charged particles measured in
p–Pb collisions at√sNN = 5.02 TeV. The ALICE data in |ηcms|< 0.3 (symbols) are compared to model calculations
(bands or lines, see text for details; for HIJING, DHC stands for decoherent hard collisions). The vertical bars
(boxes) show the statistical (systematic) errors. The relative systematic uncertainty on the normalization is shown
as a box around unity near pT = 0.

and systematic uncertainties. The total systematic uncertainty on the normalization, quadratic sum of the
uncertainty on 〈TpPb〉, the normalization of the pp data and the normalization of the p–Pb data, amounts
to 6.0%.

In Fig. 2 we compare the measurement of the nuclear modification factor in p–Pb to that in central (0–
5% centrality) and peripheral (70–80% centrality) Pb–Pb collisions at √sNN = 2.76 TeV [8]. RpPb is
consistent with unity for pT ! 2 GeV/c, demonstrating that the strong suppression observed in central
Pb–Pb collisions at the LHC [6–8] is not due to an initial-state effect, but rather a fingerprint of the hot
matter created in collisions of heavy ions.

The so-called Cronin effect [21] (see [22] for a review), namely a nuclear modification factor above unity
at intermediate pT, was observed at lower energies in proton–nucleus collisions. In d–Au collisions at√sNN = 200 GeV, RdAu reached values of about 1.4 for charged hadrons in the pT range 3 to 5 GeV/c
[23–26]. The present measurement clearly indicates a smaller magnitude of the Cronin effect at the LHC;
the data are even consistent with no enhancement within systematic uncertainties.

Data in p–Pb are important also to provide constraints to models. For illustration, in Fig. 3 the mea-
surement of RpPb at |ηcms|< 0.3 is compared to theoretical predictions. Note that the measurement is
performed for NSD collisions. With the HIJING [14] and DPMJET [12] event generators, it is estimated


