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Introduction 

Hosting Institution 

FUNDAÇÃO INSTITUTO DE FÍSICA TEÓRICA (1951)

“THEORETICAL PHYSICS FOUNDATION”

For All Practical Purposes
INSTITUTO PRINCIPIA 

(since the 2017 revival) 



Introduction 

Very Brief History of the Theoretical Physics Foundation 

Planning
Late 1940s – post WWII era.

Scientific Activities
Started in 1952.

Objective 
Basic Science, mainly Theoretical Physics.

(Instituto Principia has interdisciplinary activities).



Panorama – Brazil and São Paulo 

q In the decades 1940 & beyond important industries and scientific institutions were created.

q The country was going through a “historical moment” (citation from CBPF site).

CSN (1946) – National Steel Company. 
CBPF (1949) – Physics Research Center.

THEORETICAL PHYSICS FOUNDATION (1951).
IMPA (1952) – Mathematical Institute.

CNPq (1951) – National agency to foster research. 
CAPES (1951) – National agency to foster the graduate system.

PETROBRÁS (1953) – The Brazillian oil company.
FAPESP (1962) – São Paulo agency that supports research.

SBF (1966) – Brazillian Physics Society



Eng. José Hugo Leal Ferreira
Idealizer and first President (1951)

(Several Years)

Prof. Carl Friedrich von Weizsäcker 
First Scientific Director (1952)

(Few months)

Leading Figures 



Letters 

Heisenberg 
Letters 

january 1950 june 1951



Principia Activities – After the 2017 Revival 

qSchool of Talents* 
qEarly insertion in Science for bright young students: 15 to 17 yo.

qResearch
qCourses and workshops. Agreement with ICTP/SAIFR & other institutions.

qScience Outreach
qTwo programs, one for the general public and another one to inspire youngsters to 

become scientists.

(*) Partially supported by 



Future 

qOportunities for in-house research 

qHub for public-private interactions 

qInstallation of the immersive dome 



Conselho Curador 

Klaus Werner Capelle
(President)

Samuel de Abreu Pessoa
(Vice President)

Celso Antônio Rodrigues
Koichi Sameshima

Renato Vicente
Roberto André Kraenkel
Ricardo D’Elia Matheus

Roberto Dell'Aglio Dias da Costa
Roberto Slepetys Ferreira



Thanks!


