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Figure 3.2: Distribution of the phase of the track
time w.r.t. cyclotron r.f. signal v.s. longitudinal
momentum. The bulk of the events have a flat
phase distribution as expected for muon decay in
orbit which has a decay time of≈ 70 ns. The red
contour indicates events induced by radiative π−

capture in the moderator (see also Fig.3.1 and
the discussion in the text).
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Figure 3.3: The measured energy distribution is
compared with simulated distributions for muon
decay in orbit and µe conversion. No events are
found above 100 MeV.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6
0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

Nµe

L

L⌠⌡

Figure 3.4: L(Nµe) and
∫ Nmax

µe

0 L(Nµe)dNµe.

Indicated are some events from radiative π−

capture in the moderator followed by asymmet-
ric γ → e+e− conversion and large-angle e−

scattering in the gold target, a process that keeps
memory of the 50 MHz time structure of the
proton beam. The observed rate for this back-
ground process is in rough agreement with the
predictions from the GEANT simulation. Fig-
ure 3.3 shows e− energy distribution after re-
moval of the events in the indicated region. The
steep drop below 74 MeV reflects the require-
ment that the electron moves at least 46 cm
from the spectrometer axis.
The measured spectrum is in reasonable agree-
ment with the prediction for decay in orbit. One
event is observed around 96.4 MeV which is
marginally compatible with the energy distribu-
tion expected for µe conversion. We performed
a likelihood analysis of the energy distribution
including a flat background from cosmic rays
and radiative pion capture in addition to the dis-
tributions shown in Fig. 3.3
Figure 3.4 shows the resulting likelihood
function L(Nµe) for the expectation value
of the number of µe conversion events.
The 90% C.L. upper limit deduced from∫ 2.45
0 L(Nµe)/

∫ ∞
0 L(Nµe) =90% is

Nmax
µe (90% C.L.) = 2.45. Combined

with the single event sensitivity quoted above
this leads to:

Bgold
µe < 8 × 10−13 90% C.L.

This final SINDRUM II result lowers the best
previous limit on µe conversion on a heavy
target[4] by two orders of magnitude.

[1] Y. Kuno and Y. Okada, Rev. Mod. Phys. 73
(2001) 151.
J. Ellis, PSI Summer School, Zuoz, 2002,
hep-ph/0211168.

[2] SINDRUM II Collab., Annual Report
2000-2001, Physik-Institut, Zurich Univer-
sity, p.8.

[3] SINDRUM II Collab., Annual Report
2001-2002, Physik-Institut, Zurich Univer-
sity, p.7.

[4] SINDRUM II Collab., W. Honecker et al.,
Phys.Rev.Lett.76 (1996) 200.

3. SINDRUM II


