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LArForum.org -reboot
http://larforum.hep.manchester.ac.uk/forum/

Andrzej Szelc

http://larforum.hep.manchester.ac.uk/forum/
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Forum/Bulletin Board

● It's a tool widely used in the IT/open source 
community for  ideas/troubleshooting/discussing 
solutions (e.g. ROOT, ubuntu, linuxquestions.org, 
CDF and many others...).

● We tried it for MicroBooNE-related LArSOFT help 
purposes two years ago (A.S. + J. Asaadi)

● After initial success it seemed to wind down 
(potentially due to 10th floor availability/hardware 
focus ?)

● Given the number of experiments  and international 
colaborators I think it is worth it to retry.
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http://larforum.hep.manchester.ac.uk/forum/
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What we wanted

● We wanted a platform that would be easily searchable, 
somewhat informal and allowed easy and quick exchange 
of information.

● PhpBB (open source) provides most of the functionality:
● Can divide conversation into subforums/topics
● Robust search function
● Formatting options to ease posting code.
● The user can tailor the level of her/his participation:

– Notification by chat
– RSS feed
– Daily or weekly mail digests
– Visiting the page. 
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But we already have “X”,
why do we need a forum?

● On MicroBooNE we have many ways of 
exchanging information, but none of them has 
all of the functionalities we'd like:
● Skype chat: Fast, but difficult to find archives – 

Questions may repeat given enough time.
● Listserv mailing lists: search function is not good.
● DocDB – no way to comment/reply quickly/ask 

questions
● E-log – no easy structuring into topics.
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How to sign up:

● Register: (protected by captcha and password requirements.) 
● You need to be approved and added to a relevant group to see anything.
● Groups have different levels of access, i.e. whole parts of

forum can be made invisible based on group privileges. A lot of interest from 
Russia, Ukraine etc..

i.e. spam-bots
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What is there
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What is there (2)
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What is there (3)
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Some Statistics 
(at peak popularity):

Average topics per day: 0.77

Total posts: 73

Average posts per day: 2.43

Total user registrations: 14

Average registrations per day: 
0.47

Most Active Forum: LarSOFT

Users registered: 36 up to now.
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Other details

● A user can set their own email digest, RSS feed, or 
jabber chat notification (gchat works, hangouts had 
problems – may need to debug)

● The uboone_analysis_tools and uboone_rd list had 
daily digests that were sent at 5pm every day if there 
was activity in their respective subforums.
● Never got email reply to work – this would be extremely 

useful to get more people involved.

● Relatively easy to add new forums.
● Possible to extend functionality – lots of phpBB 

modules available (e.g. stats and email digests).
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Path Forward
● Forum reinstalled from backups on dedicated server in 

Manchester.
● Running version phpBB 3.0.12 →  3.1 available, but 

upgrade seems painful.
● This can then be connected back to larforum.org (FNAL 

now owns domain name)
● For this to be succesful it will be crucial to get experts and 

“citizen-experts” involved (we have had success with this) 
in order to reach critical mass.

● More admins/moderators needed as well.
● Do we try to keep it informal or not?
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Conclusions
● Setting up an inter-experiment forum driven by the 

users has the potential of strengthening the community 
part of LarSoft project.

● It will allow building a knowledge base of existing 
problems which will save time in the future.

● It should soften the learning curve of LArSoft for people 
offsite.

● PhpBB is an open-source way of doing this – it's not 
perfect but it has most of the functionality.

● The server is working, we can try to get the summer 
students involved to gain critical mass?

● Suggestions/requests?
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