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small community
of caring professionals



Even
Smaller	
is	the	group	of		

CLSOs 
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145 CLSO’s across the globe	
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Who are these CLSOs?	

Universi6es	

Tech	Sector	

Na6onal	Labs,	Gov’t	and	Military	



Who are these CLSOs?	

Medical	

Consultants	

industry	



Join	the	Elite 



Self Esteem 

Recognition 

Job security 

Career opportunities 

Increased wages 

Professional development 
Elevate the standards of laser safety 

Mark of a professional 
Demonstrates commitment 



	
	
Visit	the	

Board	of	Laser	Safety	website	



BLS
Mission





Requirements	to	sit	exam:	

•  4-year	degree,	or	2-year	AS	degree		

•  One	year	of	experience	with	laser	safety	or	
ac6ng	as	LSO		

•  2	professional	references		

•  Comple6on	of	a	BLS-approved	LSO	course		
(this	may	be	waived	in	some	cases)		



General	Exam	Informa7on	

•  100 questions
•  5 possible answers
•  Some calculations
•  3 hours allotted for exam
•  Pencil and paper or computer based 

exams



Exam	Content	
9	Areas	of	Prac6ce		
•  Lasers	&	Op6cs	Fundamentals	–	11%		
•  Laser/Op6cal	Radia6on	Bioeffects	–	11%		
•  Non-beam	Hazards	–	8%		
•  Laser	Control	Measures	–	17%		
•  Regula6ons	&	Standards	–	14%		
•  Hazard	Eval	&	Classifica6on	–	15%		
•  MPEs	–	11%		
•  LS	Program	Administra6on	–	10%		
•  Laser	Measurements	–	3%		



Code	of	Professional	Conduct	

•  Enhance	safety	and	health	of	others	
•  Con6nue	to	develop	skills	
•  Within	areas	of	competence	
•  Act	in	the	best	interest	
•  Avoid	COI	
•  Be	honest	
•  Counsel	
•  Obey	the	laws	
	
	



Maintaining Certification
•  3	year	cer6fica6on	cycle	

•  10	CM	points	per	cycle	



Cer6fica6on	Maintenance	
	Point	Categories	

•  Laser	safety	experience		
•  Con6nuing	Educa6on		
•  Wri6ng	ar6cles		
•  Teaching	external	to	
your	job		

•  Professional	
organiza6on	
membership		

•  Ac6ve	par6cipa6on	on	
laser	standards	
commifees		

•  Afending	conferences		
•  Presenta6ons/posters	
at	conferences		

•  Wri6ng	exam	ques6ons		



Contac6ng	BLS	

• BLS	Website:	
www.lasersafety.org	

• Email:	bls@laserafety.org	



TOOLS	FOR	THE	
LASER	SAFETY	

OFFICER	





TRAINING 



	
EFCOG	=	

Energy	Facility	COntractors	Group	Website		

Laser	Safet
y	Task	Gro

up	

•  Best	Prac6ces	
•  Lessons	Learned	
•  Announcements	
•  FDA	Documents	
•  Incident	reports	
•  Newslefers	
•  Links	to	workshop	presenta6ons	
	
	





Your	Na6onal	Labs	



Academic	Medical	Laser	Safety	Officer	List	
Serve	





Talk	to	our	Exhibitors	
	
Eyewear	selec6on		
Laser	barriers		
Power	meters		
Op6cs,	lasers	and	components		
Hazard	analysis	tools	(Kentek	online	
free)		
	



Your	Colleagues	





Get	Involved	
•  DOE	–	get	on	EFCOG	list	
•  Come	by	mee6ngs	on	Thursday	anernoon	
•  Submit	an	applica6on	to	join	an	
ANSIZ136	subcommifee	



Conferences	
•  DOE	Workshop	alternates	with	ILSC	



Some6mes	laser	safety	is	obvious	



And	the	solu6ons	simple	



And	some6mes	it’s	not	so	obvious	



U September	27,	2016	
Barb	O’Kane	
Colorado	School	of	Mines	
bokane@mines.edu	


