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Users Executive Committee 
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(continue for 3rd year)  

* 
* 
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UEC 
●  Six members elected each summer to serve 2-year 

terms 
n  past chair continues for 3rd year  

●  Support from Fermilab Users Office 
n  Amanda Thompson, Barb Book, Kappy Sherman 

●  Support from Office of Communication 
n  Katie Yurkewicz, Leah Hesla, Kurt Riesselmann 

●  Support from Visual Media Services Office 
n  Reidar Hahn, Diana Brandonisio, Karen Seifrid 

●  Support from URA/FRA 
●  Lewis-Burke Associates 

n  Carole McGuire, Bridget Krieger, Kaitlin Chell 
 Representing ~ 2500 users 
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UEC Subcommittees 

2012-2013 
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http://www.fnal.gov/orgs/fermilab_users_org/   
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UEC Meetings 

●  UEC meets monthly 
n  Student-Postdoc Association (FSPA) representatives 

also invited 
n  News from the Chair 
n  Subcommittee Reports 
n  News from the Directorate 
n  News from Washington (Lewis-Burke) 
n  Guest speakers 

l  Katie Yurkewicz, Greg Bock, Amanda Thompson, Herman 
White, Harvey Newman (USLUO), Joel Butler (USCMS PM), 
Jonathan Rosner (DPF, Chair), Carrie McGivern (FSPA), 
Robert Bernstein (Mu2e), Glen Crawford (DOE), Steve 
Holmes & Bob Tschirhart (Project X), Lee Roberts (g-2) 

●  Agendas and Minutes: 
http://www.fnal.gov/orgs/fermilab_users_org/minutes/ 
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Quality of Life & Non-US 
Users 

●  Co-sponsored Users Office activities on: 
n  Tax preparation  
n  Global Entry – was very popular – 68 people participated 
n  Series of Immigration Presentations – from visa issues to 

permanent residency and naturalization 
●  “Career outside HEP” event – planned for June/July 
●  “Career in HEP” event – planned for Summer 
●  Career development workshop at Argonne 

(coordinated Fermilab student/postdoc 
participation) 
n  Last year’s career fair was held on September 21, 2012 

●  Thanks to Amanda Thompson for her work with the 
subcommittee 
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Outreach 
●  University Profiles at Fermilab Today 

n  52 institutions since May 2012 
n  24 institutions in 2009-2010 
n  http://www.fnal.gov/pub/today/universities/  
n  Posted on Wednesdays 
n  Upcoming articles at Computing Bits will highlight 

contributions in computing from university groups profiled 
in 2012 

n  Thanks to Leah Hesla for her hard work! 
●  Will start posting graduate student profiles at 

Fermilab Today 
●  Assisting the Education Office on their activities 
●  Investigating ways to document the economic 

impact of Tevatron  
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http://www.fnal.gov/orgs/fermilab_users_org/outreach/  
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46th Annual Users Meeting  

●  Exciting program 
n  34 talks: physics, program status, theory, overview 
n  ILC Event: From Design to Reality 
n  > 520 registrants on registration site   

●  Pier Oddone’s Symposium to follow 
●  Engaging public lecture by Sean Carroll 
●  Successful Poster Session 
●  Excellent banquet, Festa Italiana 
●  Congratulations to: 

n  Yanyan Gao, Fermilab (URA Tollestrup Award) 
n  Angelo Di Canto, Pisa (URA Thesis Award) 
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144 PhD’s! Congratulations! 
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Government Relations  

●  Main responsibility is the organization of the 
annual trip to Washington, D.C. 

●  Representation from all three Frontiers and User 
Groups  

●  Appreciate FRA/URA support 
●  A lot of help/advice from Lewis-Burke Associates 

(Carole McGuire, Bridget Krieger, Kaitlin Chell) 
●  Details about the DC trip can be found on the UEC 

wiki page: 
http://www.fermilab-uec.org/mediaWiki/index.php?title=Main_Page  

●  Thanks to Breese Quinn and GR Subcommittee for 
organizing a very successful and productive DC trip 
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http://www.fnal.gov/orgs/fermilab_users_org/dctrip/  
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Washington, DC Trip (1)  
●  37 Participants 

n  15 UEC (of which 4 were from FSPA) 
n  15 USLUO 
n  7 SLUO 

 

●  254 Office Visits 
n  246 Congress member offices 
n  4 Congressional committee staff 
n  DOE HQ (Chu, Brinkman) and DOE Germantown 
n  NSF 
n  OSTP (OMB canceled our meeting this year) 
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March 13-15, 2013  
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Washington, DC Trip (2)  
●  Our message: Please sustain funding for HEP through DOE’s 

Office of Science and NSF to continue the process of 
innovation and discovery 

●  Focus on Fermilab’s transition to Intensity Frontier, as key 
element of future US-based HEP program 

●  Most congressional staff understood the importance of science 
and were very supportive 
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Our New Brochure (1)  
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Our New Brochure (2)  
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Washington, DC Trip (2)  
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●  Almost all staffers had heard 
about the Higgs discovery 

 
●  Innovations, benefits to society, 

STEM education, and economic 
impact of HEP were 
acknowledged and well received 

 
●  Passed Hultgren/Lipinski’s 

“Dear Colleague” letter, asking 
for HEP support  

●  Sent “Thank You” notes when 
returned home, with a reminder 
to sign the letter and join the 
Science and National Lab 
Caucus 
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Dear Colleague Letter  
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Other UEC Activities (1)  
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●  Submitted a 4-page testimony to the House 
and Senate Water-Energy Appropriations 
Subcommittees 
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Other UEC Activities (2)  
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●  Nomination of new PAC members 
●  Participate in National User Facility Organization 

(NUFO) User Science Exhibition Events on Capitol Hill 
n  Organized by the House Science & National Labs Caucus 
n  The next one will be on June 26 

●  Will participate at an event organized by the Illinois 
Science & Technology Coalition (ISTC) on June 25 
n  Will discuss the benefits of  

user facilities (Fermilab, Argonne) 
with Illinois Congressional  
Representatives and members of 
their staff  
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UEC Election  
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●  Terms ending 2013 
n  Sergo Jindariani 
n  Daniel Kaplan 
n  Ryan Patterson 
n  Greg Pawloski 
n  Bob Zwaska 

●  Terms ending 2014 
n  Nikos Varelas (as past Chair) 
n  Mary Anne Cummings 
n  Craig Group 
n  Breese Quinn 
n  Lee Roberts 
n  Mandy Rominsky 
n  Greg Snow 

I want to thank all continuing and outgoing members  
for their hard work and dedication! 
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Why Should I Join the UEC?  
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●  You are needed! 
n  Without a strong UEC, the Users Organization would lose 

effectiveness 
●  You can make a difference 

n  Quality of life: housing, pool, clubs, taxi, … 
n  Non-U.S. users: visas, immigration, taxes, support, … 
n  Advocacy: you must convince members of government and 

the general public of the value and benefits of our work 
n  Annual meeting: this meeting belongs to the users and needs 

our effort to make it happen 
n  Feedback to the Directorate on issues that concerns us  

●  Please stand for election to the Fermilab UEC 
n  Six new members will be elected for 2-year terms 
n  Nominations open until June 28, 2013 
n  Elections in July – term starts in September 



Nikos Varelas w UIC Users Meeting w June 12-13, 2013 

Nomination Form  
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Thanks!  
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● Many thanks to UEC: 
n  Greg Snow, Users Meeting Subcommittee Chair 
n  Sergo Jindariani and Bob Zwaska for Users Meeting 

agenda support 
n  Mary Anne Cummings, Craig Group, Sergo Jindariani, Greg 

Pawloski, Breese Quinn, Lee Roberts, Mandy Rominsky, 
Greg Snow, and Bob Zwaska for chairing the Users 
Meeting sessions  

● Many thanks to: 
n  FSPA, Users Office, VMS, Office of Communication, Arts & 

Lecture Series Committee, Mary-Ellyn McCollum, Michelle 
Gleason, and many administrative assistants for help 
behind the scenes 
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Thanks!  
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Many thanks to Barb Book  
the MVP of the Users Meeting!   

 
Her hard work, commitment, and 
dedication are what makes this 

meeting a success! 
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Pier Oddone’s Symposium  
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